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runs along the south-western slope of the highlands. From this line
there breaks off at Goulburn, the centre of an agricultural district on
the southern tableland, another which runs southward by Quean-
beyan to Nimmitabel, and serves the agricultural and mining
districts of which these are the chief towns. Other branches go to
Wyalong, engaged in gold mining, and to Hay, in the pastoral section
of the Riverina. From Sydney, a railway runs by Bathurst, formerly
a mining but now an agricultural centre on the tableland, to Bourke
on the Darling, in the midst of a great pastoral region. Branches
from this line go to the mining town of Cobar and various agricultural
towns in the east central part of the great plains. The Murray,
Darling, and Murrainbidgee, all afford navigable waterways, the
only ones of importance in Australia.
VICTORIA
Victoria, with an area of almost 88,000 square miles, is the fifth
in size among the states of the Commonwealth. It falls into
several distinct physical regions. The highlands run from east to
west, being much broader in the east than in the west, and are
generally built up of older Palaeozoic and gfanitic rocks. To the
north the land slopes down to the Great Plains, overlaid by silt
deposited in Tertiary times ; and in the south to the Great Valley,
covered by volcanic material in the west and by Tertiary soils in
the east. Beyond the valley lie the Otway and Gippsland Hills,
formed of Jurassic rocks, but of no great height or extent,
The distribution of moisture throughout the state is very irregular.
In the highlands, and on the upper slopes of the Otway and Gippsland
Hills, the mean annual rainfall is generally over 40, and in some
places over 50 inches, while in the Great Valley it does not exceed
30 inches. On the plains, it has a range of from 10 to 20
inches, being as a rule over 15 inches, except In the Mallee
country of the north-west, where it is below the latter amount.
It ought to be noted, however, that the actual precipitation varies
considerably from one year to another, and that, in districts where
the average rainfall is just sufficient for successful cultivation,
any reduction from it may entail disastrous consequences.
Physical and climatic conditions determine four main natural
regions: the Great Plains, the Highlands, the Great Valley, and
"the Otway and Gippsland Hills,